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Glass fragments are one of the most frequently found substances at crime scenes:  Criminals break windows to gain entry into buildings; hit-and-run accidents result in broken glass; and so on.  

Forensic scientists at a crime lab use a technique called the jigsaw method to analyze glass fragments.  The jigsaw method works because when glass breaks, its surface fractures unevenly.  This breaking process produces unique shapes of glass that will only lock into the pieces that were next to them at the point when the glass broke, just as each piece of a jigsaw puzzle will lock only into the pieces that go next to it.

Try to assemble the puzzle pieces using only the shape of the pieces as clues.  It’s not as easy as it looks, is it?

